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Key Points
 The ninth issue of the Islamic State's multilingual magazine Rumiyah was released on 4 May,
containing a number of significant articles that underlined how the group wanted its supporters
to interpret its current situation.
 Chief among them were articles underlining that targeting Coptic Christians in Egypt has
become a major priority for the group, as well as advice on hostage-taking operations for
supporters in the West.
 Furthermore, the issue underlined the growing lingual uniformity and centralisation of the
Islamic State's propaganda apparatus.
On 4 May, the Islamic State's official channel on Telegram circulated the ninth issue of Rumiyah ,
an electronic magazine produced by the group's Al Hayat Media Center. As usual, besides
English, the publication was released simultaneously in nine other languages: Bosnian, Russian,
German, Indonesian, Pashtun, Uighur, Kurdish, French, and Turkish. It appeared on Telegram
shortly after a virus-laden forgery had been circulated on Twitter.
In keeping with the format of past editions, Rumiyah IX dealt with a broad range of issues. Besides
political essays, speech transcripts, and theological tracts, it contained a number of infographics
that had been lifted from the pages of al-Naba , the Islamic State's weekly Arabic-language
newspaper, one of which briefly addressed the Battle for Mosul.
Considered as a whole, there were only five articles of note in the magazine: one on the
permissibility of killing Christians; an extract of a speech made by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi about the
implicitly positive aspects of tactical defeat; an essay about the role of women in the so-called
caliphate; a detailed set of instructions regarding hostage-taking operations; and an interview with
the emir of the Islamic State's affiliate in mainland Egypt. Below, each of these is analysed in order
of appearance.
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The cover of the English-language version of the ninth issue of the Islamic State's multi-language
magazine Rumiyah. (IHS Markit/JTIC )
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On the "permissibility" of targeting Christians
The foreword, which was entitled "The ruling on the belligerent Christians", comprised a
long-winded and exhaustive account of why it was not only permissible but desirable for
supporters of the Islamic State to target Christians, particularly those residing in Egypt.
It opened with a declaration that the world had been misled by a global conspiracy against Islam
that was being orchestrated by "Crusaders", and spearheaded by the "sinful tongues and filthy
pens" of corrupt scholars:
"At a time when Muslims are being killed in the east and in the west - men, women, children, and
the elderly altogether - and when the mushrikin [polytheists] and murtaddin [apostates] are
deploying all manner of destructive weaponry against them, raining devastation on their villages
and towns, the evil scholars, the preachers of misguidance, and the tawaghit [tyrants] of the
democratic parties are busy weeping over every mushrik struck by the hands of the mujahidin and
disavowing themselves of every attack carried out against their Crusader allies, claiming that Islam
does not permit such deeds and accusing those who carry them out of tarnishing the religion's
image."
The author held that this crisis was untenable, and could only be righted through yet more violent
action. They held that only thus would the imbalance between Islam, disbelief, and idolatry be
corrected, and that "blessed deeds" such as those "targeting [Christians] with killings and
assassinations, and afflicting their churches with burning and explosions" were the only solution.
As is often the way with these texts, the author began the main part of the argument by framing
the Islamic State's position on killing non-Muslims as discerning and just. They noted that,
although "the default with regards to the blood of mushrikin is that it is permissible to shed", there
were a series of circumstances in which the "mushrikin" who belonged to the "religions of the
book" can "render their blood inviolable" - namely if they have established a 'dhimmah' contract, or
covenant of security. Although these covenants are possible, the author went on, they are only
granted in exceptional cases and, if one is not in place, "there is no disagreement among the
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Muslims" that the blood of adherents of the Abrahamic religions may be shed.
Turning to Egypt, the author stated that its Christians in particular "are from among those for whom
Allah permitted that they protect their blood by entering under the dhimmah (liability) of the
Muslims and paying the jizyah [religious tax] in humiliation[.] If they do that, then their blood,
wealth, and honor become protected except by the right of Islam." While this may be the case, in
recent decades, they had "breached" the terms of their "contract", and were therefore to be
regarded as "belligerent kuffar [non-believers]" - that is, "one who is neither a dhimmi nor one
who's been granted security, regardless of whether he is a combatant or non-combatant, or
whether he defames Islam or does not, or whether he transgresses against the blood, wealth, and
honor of the Muslims or does not".
This highly indiscriminate categorisation was then defended at length by the author, who noted
that not only do "the Christians of Misr [Egypt] possess weapons in preparaítion to fight the
Muslims", but they are actively "engaged in fighting the Muslims through their continuous
transgressions against any Christian who embraces Islam, kidnapping them, killing them, and
putting them through trial and tribulation in order to make them return to shirk [polytheism]". It is
worth noting that this latter accusation harked back to the late 2000s and early 2010s, when Coptic
Christians in Egypt were particularly reviled by Sunni Salafist militant Islamists throughout the
Middle East for allegedly forcing Muslim women to convert to Christianity against their will.
In any case, "the permissibility of shedding the blood of belligerent Christians in general" was
indubitable if they "are capable of carrying a weapon, even if they don't actually do so, and
likewise [is the case for] those of them who support the fighters with their opinion and counsel".
As for those children, women, elderly, and infirm who are not capable of carrying a weapon, "the
default with them is that they are to be taken as slaves" rather than killed. That being said,
non-combatant civilians could be killed "unintentionally… because their blood is not protected
since they neither embraced Islam nor do they have a covenant". Elaborating further on this point,
the author noted that, when non-combatant Christians are killed in the course of Islamic State
operations:
"The killing of their women and children occurs as a consequence and is not deliberate, such as
when they are killed in a raid by the mujahidin where it is difficult to distinguish between the
fighters and the non-fighters, or when they are killed by a weapon that has a wide range of
damage, as is the case when conducting artillery bombardment, or detonating explosive belts or
car bombs in places where the fighters are present and they are mixed together with them."
After asserting the permissibility of killing "belligerent Christians" and Christian "children, women,
elderly and infirm", the author turned to the matter of preachers, those who "calls to their false
religion, or advises and counsels [the belligerent ones]". Essentially, "his ruling does not differ from
the ruling on the rest of their fighters. Rather, he is even more severe in kufr and in waging war
than they are". For that reason, the author called upon such preachers to be targeted above all
other Christians - provided, that is, that they were not "monks who are secluded in the monasteries
and the deserts", for they are not deemed to be a threat to the religion of Islam.
The essay came to a close with a general call to arms, in which Islamic State supporters were
encouraged to "seek closeness to Allah" by targeting Christians. The author summarised the
previous seven pages, emphasising that "the Christians - including the Christians of Misr - do not
have any sanctity with regards to their blood and their wealth because they are belligerent and do
not have dhimmah". Hence, "if anyone from among them is killed, his blood is waste, and likewise
their wealth is permissible for the Muslims to take".
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An image from the ninth issue of the Islamic State's multi-language magazine Rumiyah introducing
selected attacks claimed by the group. (IHS Markit/JTIC )
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On the prospect and implications of dissent
The next article of note was a partial transcript of a speech made by the founder of the orginal
group that eventually became the Islamic State, Ahmad Fadil Nazzal al-Kalayla (alias Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi), which was entitled "The final outcome is theirs". By including it, the propagandists
were attempting to frame the Islamic State's seemingly impending territorial and military defeat in
Iraq as a strategic and ideological victory. In that respect, it was the latest in a strain of defensive
Islamic State propaganda that can be traced back as far as the early summer of 2016, when the
group's insurgency began to collapse.
The top line of the extract was that, at the time of the Prophet Muhammad, "the believers nearly
perished, [and would have,] if it were not for Allah's mercy reaching them". Today, the implication
is supporters of the Islamic State were facing a similar fate. However, like "the People of the
Trench [who] were thrown into the fire for not accepting compromise in their religion [and]
preferred death in the cause of Allah", the true supporters of the Islamic State would not hesitate
to martyr themselves in the face of tyranny, paragons of "steadfastness and defiance" that they
were.
The rest of the speech went on in this vein, and was largely unremarkable. However, there was
one particularly interesting reference made, almost in passing, regarding the threat of mutiny in the
ranks of the group's self-declared caliphate.
Zarqawi was quoted as declaring that, "after Allah gave victory to the Muslims over their enemies
on the Day of Badr and their reputation increased… there were those who entered into Islam only
outwardly but not inwardly". It would appear that, here, he was making an allusion to 'fair-weather
Islamist militants'. Just as there were people who joined the early community of Muslims simply
because the early community of Muslims was succeeding, there were those who joined the Islamic
State in recent years, simply because the Islamic State was powerful. Zarqawi went on to describe
the fate of this group - the "munafiqun", or hypocrites - in no uncertain terms. "Allah's wisdom," he
noted, "came to bring about a test for His slaves, through which the Muslim would be distinguished
from the munafiq [such that] the people were clearly divided: believer, disbeliever, and munafiq."
Once "the believers had recognized that they had an enemy amongst them, an enemy that would
not leave them", they purged their ranks using the "medicine" of violence.
Although it was originally written and delivered about Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), Zarqawi's speech
was resurfaced by the Islamic State's propagandists because it offered an ideal response to the
trials and tribulations faced by the group at present. It urged forbearance and steadfastness, and
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was geared towards encouraging - perhaps even coercing - unity from the rank and file of the
organisation. In any case, it underlined a sense that the Islamic State would emerge stronger from
the seemingly existential challenges that it faces at present.
On the role of women
The third article of note was entitled "The woman is a shepherd in her husband's home and
responsible for her flock". In it, the author - who was anonymous and could have been a man or a
woman - explored the duties of the ideal Islamic State mother in painstaking detail, setting out the
"blessed" role of the "child-rearing, nursing, and educating" woman, and encouraging female
supporters to "take advantage of this tremendous grace - which Allah has not granted to many
other women".
Framing mothers as shepherds to their families, the author asserted that there were five central
aspects to motherhood.
First, women must "begin with tawhid [monotheism]" - that is, they must ideologically prepare their
children for combat, teaching them "the testimony 'There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah' along with its meaning".
Second, women must offer a good example to those in their flock. Indeed, the "educating mother"
needed "to reform herself so that she can succeed in reforming her children in her home".
Third, women must prepare their children for the hardships of life in a state of war. To this end, the
mother should "cultivate within her children that this dunya [material world] is a place of journey
and that the Hereafter is the place of permanent settlement".
Fourth, women must incite their offspring to engage in combat and aspire to martyrdom. In the
Islamic State, young children are "lion cubs" that are uniquely blessed because "they are raised in
the home and under the wing of a mujahid father". In order to make the most of this opportunity, it
was upon women to accustom their children to the sight of "weapons and equipment, including
rifles, tactical vests, bullets, grenades, and explosive belts". As well as that, they should ensure
that their children watch "the mujahidin's video releases and [follow] their written and recorded
news".
Lastly, the ideal Islamic State mother should "strive to ensure that her children speak the Arabic
language and ensure that their Arabic is correct and free of linguistic errors". This was especially
important "if they are not Arabs", underlining the importance of integration of foreign fighters and
their families into the 'caliphate'.
Although many of these ideas had been alluded to in the past in Islamic State propaganda, this
essay offered the first unified synthesis of these "ideals", and was, as such, an important blueprint
for female participation in the caliphate.
On hostage-taking
The next article of note was entitled "Just terror tactics: Hostage-taking". Six pages in length, the
essay provided detailed instructions and advice for carrying out hostage-focused operations. The
advice was wide-ranging, and directed towards both those who had ready access to automatic
weapons, and those who did not.
Before entering into the instructional portion of the article, the author celebrated the deeds of those
who had responded to the Islamic State's global call to arms in a tone that was reminiscent of past
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polemics attributed to captive UK photojournalist John Cantlie:
"As the Crusaders continue to wage their vicious campaign on the lands of Islam in the wilayat of
Iraq, Sham, Khurasan, Sinai and elsewhere, they are constantly reminded of the painful reality that
this honoríable ummah [worldwide community of Muslims] has men - heroes who gallantly
demonstrate with their operations against them that their howitzers, Tomahawks, white
phosphorus bombs, and MOABs, which they rain over the heads of the Muslims and their homes,
will be met with blades that plunge into their bodies, vehicles that unexpectedly mount their busy
sidewalks, smashing into crowds, crushing bones, and severing limbs, and bullets that pierce their
filthy bodies while they are in the midst of their foul enjoyment. The likes of Khalid Masood in the
UK, Man Haron Monis, Numan Haider, and Farhad Khalil Mohammad Jabar in Australia, Michael
Zehaf-Bibeau, and Martin Couture-Rouleau in Canada, Zale Thompson, 'Abdur-Razzaq 'Ali Artan,
Elton Simpson, Nadir Soofi, Faisal Mohammad, Syed Rizíwan Farook, and his wife Tashfeen
Malik in the US, Bertrand Nzohabonayo, Larossi Abdalla, Mohamed Lahouaiej-Bouhlel, Abu Jarir
al-Hanafi, and Ibn 'Umar (Adel Kermiche and 'Abdul Malik Petitjean) in France, Muhammad Riyad,
Muhammad Daleel, and Abul-Bara at-Tunisi (Anis al-'Amri) in Germaíny, Abu Ramadan al-Muhajir
(Omar Abdel Hamid el-Hussein) in Denmark, and others have set heroic examples with their
operations."
Having established that there were few individuals more admirable than these perpetrators of "just
terror", the author turned to the topic of hostage-taking. They began by drawing attention to the
fact that "the objective of hostage-taking in the lands of disbelief - and specifically in relation to just
terror operations - is not to hold large numbers of the kuffar hostage in order to negotiate one's
demands". Rather, the "objective is to create as much carnage and terror as one possibly can".
Hence, if he has ready access to automatic weapons, the prospective attacker was encouraged to
assault "busy, public, and enclosed" locations - "night clubs, movie theaters, busy shopping malls
and large stores, popular restaurants, concert halls, university campuses, public swimming pools,
indoor ice skating rinks" - in order to "slaughter as many of [the disbelievers] as he possibly can
before the initial police response". This procedure was "outstandingly demonstrated by the
mujahidin who carried out the Bataclan theatre massacre" and "superbly demonstrated" by Omar
Mateen in Orlando, who "single-handedly slaughtered 49 sodomites" in May 2016.
Focusing on the topic of guns, the author noted that "the acquisition of firearms can be very simple
depending on one's geographical location". In the United States, for example, "anything from a
single-shot shotgun all the way up to a semi-automatic AR-15 rifle can be purchased at
showrooms or through online sales - by way of private dealers - with no background checks". In
Europe, "due to its proximity to many conflict zones [and] its inability to control its porous borders,
firearms are widely available", too. Finally, in the United Kingdom, "guns are readily available for
purchase on the streets[,] even if not to the extent of their availability on the streets of its Crusader
European partners".
To avoid "police sting operations", those who do "not possess any direct or informal contact with
any gun dealers" should use other methods to access them, instead of "randomly asking people
whom they consider 'trustworthy' for help". These "other methods" could comprise anything from
"raiding one of the hundreds or maybe thousands of hunting and tactical military stores by
ramming one's vehicle through the shop's door when it's closed" to following a gun shop owner
home, using a blunt weapon to "ambush him or run him over with a vehicle, and then tak[ing] his
keys in order to gain access to the store's arsenal".
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That being said, the author continued, hostage-taking operations are not reliant on having access
to guns - rather, a lack of access just necessitates "a bit of creativity and some basic planning".
Indeed, by using things like "deception as a tactic of warfare in order to lure one's target", Islamic
State supporters can easily kill multiple non-Muslim civilians. Three possible ways to deceive
unsuspecting civilians were put forward, including "advertising a job", "advertising property for
rent", and using "websites such as Craigslist, Gumtree, eBay, the Loot, and others".
Besides advice on how to lure targets, prospective attackers were also given seven instructions:
- Make sure to have "a room specifically reserved for the disposal of the bodies of the targets".
- Make sure that the room is isolated so "that if there are any screams from his victim, they do not
result in the operation being compromised".
- Make sure to "space out the arrival times of one's victims" so that the attack can be initiated while
they are alone.
- Make sure not to initiate "the attack until the target has fully entered the property and is
comfortable, so as to avoid any struggle and prevent the chance of him fleeing".
- Make sure to "have a suitable weapon for one's operation, i.e. a strong, sharp knife, and possibly
a bat or a small club that one may use to subdue the victim by striking them over the head before
slaughtering them".
- Make sure to have "some easy means of restraining the targets, such as handcuffs [or] 'zip ties'".
The author concluded by declaring that, at the end of the operation, the attacker should "notify the
authorities, explaining to them that he is a soldier of the Islamic State and informing them of what
he has just done. This will of course result in his location being surrounded, and eventually
stormed, by armed forces".

An infographic from the Just Terror Tactics section of the ninth issue of the Islamic State's
multi-language magazine Rumiyah. (IHS Markit/JTIC )
1698720
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On the Islamic State in Egypt
The last article of note comprised an interview with the unnamed emir of the "soldiers of the
Khilafah in Misr". For the most part, it was a reiteration of what had already been said in the
foreword, but there were a number of other, interesting points about this feature.
First, it is worth noting that the interview in Rumiyah appeared on the same day as the original was
published in al-Naba . Usually, translated al-Naba features take weeks if not months to appear in
Rumiyah . That this interview was published on the same day in no fewer than 11 languages
points to an even higher level of co-ordination between the al-Naba and Rumiyah editorial teams
than was thought before.
Second, the emir's remarks on the relationship with the Islamic State's affiliate in the Sinai
peninsula, Wilayat Sinai, were intriguing. Although he noted that "what connects us with our
brothers, the soldiers of the Khilafah in Sinai Wilayah, is a relationship of brotherliness, love, and
allegiance", and that "we are all soldiers of the Islamic State", he made sure to distinguish between
his organisation and the Islamic State's Sinai affiliate. Whether this was because he was trying to
inflate the importance and size of the cells under his command in mainland Egypt, or for some
other reason, remains to be seen.
The third and final point of interest in the interview was the emir's warning to Egyptian Sunni
Muslims. Towards the end of it, he stated:
"We emphatically warn you to stay far away from any places where the Christians gather or where
their interests are to be found, and likewise from any places where the army and the police gather
and where the political and economic interests of the government are to be found, and also from
any places where the citizens of the Crusader nations of the West are found, and other such
places. These are all valid targets for us and we can strike them at any point in time, with Allah's
permisísion, and we do not want any of you to be harmed in any operations that target these
disbelievers and mushrikin. So stay far away from them, and let those who know this inform those
who do not know. We ask Allah to keep us and you safe."
This 'warning' should be interpreted cynically - for, by it, the emir was pre-emptively justifying the
collateral deaths of Sunni Muslim Egyptians. He said what he did so that, if (or when) the Islamic
State's Egyptian affiliate carries out another attack targeting Christians in Egypt in which Sunni
Muslims are killed, the Islamic State would be able to absolve itself of any guilt, for it would be able
to cite the fact that a 'warning' had already been issued. Given the group's conducting of several
suicide attacks on Coptic Christian targets in mainland Egypt over the past six months, the
warning is likely a strong indication that further such attacks are forthcoming.
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An infographic from the ninth issue of the Islamic State's multi-language magazine Rumiyah,
which originally appeared in the group's Arabic-language newspaper Al-Naba. (IHS Markit/JTIC )
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Sidenote
It is also worth briefly remarking on a discrepancy in the "Military and covert operations" digest as
it appeared in the English- and French-language issues of Rumiyah IX . In the English-language
edition, the 20 April attack on the Champs-Élysées in Paris was noted in passing with the following
text:
"On the 23rd of Rajab, Abu Yusuf al-Baljiki [the Belgian] set out with a Kalashnikov assault rifle
and attacked a group of Crusader policemen on the Avenue des Champs-Elysees in the middle of
Paris, killing one of them and injuring two others."
In the French-language edition, a further detail was given regarding the identity of the attacker:
"On the 23rd of Rajab, Abu Yusuf al-Firansi [the Frenchman] (who, for security reasons, was
registered as al-Baljiki by his handling officer) set out with a Kalashnikov assault rifle and attacked
a group of Crusader policemen on the Avenue des Champs-Elysees in the middle of Paris, killing
one of them and injuring two others."
It is not possible to determine whether this was indeed the case, or if the parenthetical expression
was an attempt to correct a mistake made by the Amaq News Agency when it claimed
responsibility for the Paris attack just hours after it had taken place.
Significance
The ninth issue of Rumiyah once again proved to be a highly fruitful source of information
regarding the Islamic State. It offered insight into how the organisation wants its supporters to
assess the current state of play, and shed light on its present external operations priority - namely,
Egypt.
Furthermore, its content aside, this latest issue demonstrated a higher degree of cross-language
uniformity and media centralisation than ever before. Evidently, even if the Islamic State's
propaganda operations are under pressure from the United States-led coalition, this pressure
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merely presents a series of obstacles to them, rather than an existential challenge.
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