
WoG Talking Points 

Defence support to National CT arrangements  

In 2016, the Australian Government initiated a review of Defence support to national

counter-terrorism arrangements in response to the changing nature of the terrorist threat.

The Government has now considered the outcomes of this Review.

The Government is committed to keeping Australian’s safe. Defence possesses world leading

capabilities that can be used to support state and territory governments achieve this.

State and territory police remain, and will continue to remain, the primary responders to any

terrorist attack.

o The immediate actions of these first responders have the greatest impact in terms of

saving lives and neutralising any threat.

The Government has committed to offering increased practical counter-terrorism

engagement and cooperation between the ADF and state and territory police.

Commonwealth, states and territories.

This may encompass:

o Iincreased liaison between the ADF and police to build awareness of the support the

ADF can provide;

o   including through

ADF personnel within law enforcement agencies to assist with liaison and

engagement; and

o Sspecialised training to select state and territory law enforcement.

Defence will also work with the Attorney-General’s Department on measures to streamline

the process for call out of the ADF.

We want to be flexible and agile in the way we support the states and territories – before,

during and after an attack.

We continuously monitor changes in the security environment and review legislative, policy

and operational arrangements to ensure we remain ahead of the challenges we face.

We look forward to working with the states and territories to ensure we have the most

robust national response arrangements possible.
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If you have received this transmission in error please 
notify us immediately by return e-mail and delete all 
copies. If this e-mail or any attachments have been sent 
to you in error, that error does not constitute waiver 
of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect 
of information in the e-mail or attachments. 

If you have received this transmission in error please 
notify us immediately by return e-mail and delete all 
copies. If this e-mail or any attachments have been sent 
to you in error, that error does not constitute waiver 
of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect 
of information in the e-mail or attachments. 
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IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information  
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you  
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by  
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the
message from your computer system.  
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o The immediate actions of these first responders have the greatest impact in terms of

saving lives and neutralising any threat.

The Government has committed to offering increased practical counter-terrorism

engagement and cooperation between the ADF and state and territory police.

Commonwealth, states and territories.

This may encompass:

o Iincreased liaison between the ADF and police to build awareness of the support the

ADF can provide;

  including through

ADF personnel within law enforcement agencies to assist with liaison and

engagement; and

o Sspecialised training to select state and territory law enforcement.

Defence will also work with the Attorney-General’s Department on measures to streamline

the process for call out of the ADF.

We want to be flexible and agile in the way we support the states and territories – before,

during and after an attack.

We continuously monitor changes in the security environment and review legislative, policy
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Defence Support to National Counter-Terrorism Arrangements 

The Government’s highest priority is the safety, security and prosperity of all Australians – to

maintain our way of life, our values and our freedom. 

We continuously monitor changes in the security environment and review legislative, policy

and operational arrangements to ensure we remain ahead of the challenges we face. 

In 2016, the Australian Government initiated a review of Defence support to national

counter-terrorism arrangements in response to the changing nature of the terrorist threat.

The Government has now considered the outcomes of this Review.

State and territory police remain, and will continue to remain, the primary responders to any

terrorist attack.

o The immediate actions of these first responders have the greatest impact in terms of

saving lives and neutralising any threat.

While Defence’s primary role in counter-terrorism is offshore, Defence possesses specialist

capabilities that can be used to support state and territory governments in responding to an 

attack.  

The Government has committed to offering increased practical counter-terrorism

engagement and cooperation between the Commonwealth, states and territoriesADF and

state and territory police.

This may encompass:

o iIncreased liaison between the ADF and police to build awareness of the support the

ADF can provide;

o , including through

ADF personnel within law enforcement agencies to assist with liaison and

engagement; and

o sSpecialised training to select state and territory law enforcement.

Defence will also work with the Attorney-General’s Department on measures to streamline

the process for call out of the ADF.

We want to be flexible and agile in the way we support the states and territories – before,

during and after an attack.

We continuously monitor changes in the security environment and review legislative, policy

and operational arrangements to ensure we remain ahead of the challenges we face.

We look forward to working with the states and territories to progress consultations on this

proposal to ensure we have the most robust national response arrangements possible.
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